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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF BADMINTON ASSOCIATION OF INDIA
HELD ON 2157 JULY, 2024 AT HOTEL TAJ VIVANTA, GUWAHATI

The Annual General Meeting of Badminton Association of India was held on 21st July, 2024
(Sunday) at Hotel Taj Vivanta, Guwahati. There were Sixty-three (63) delegates from the
State Associations / Union Territory, as per enclosed Annexure-I.

Sh. Sanjay Mishra, Hony. General Secretary, BAl warmly welcomed all the State
representatives in the Annual General Meeting of Badminton Association of India and
requested Hon’ble President to address the House before moving to the agenda items.

Hon’ble President addressed everyone for the Annual General Meeting of Badminton
Association of India. He apprised the House about the activities and events that took place
from the last AGM to present AGM.

a) Indian Badminton Team have performed extremely well in the International Circuit
winning the first ever Gold Medal in Men’s Doubles Event and Silver Medal in the
Men's Team event in the Asian Games - 2023 held at Hangzhou, China. Women'’s
Badminton Team with Young emergent players created history by winning Gold
Medal in the Badminton Asia Team Championship - 2024. Indian Badminton Team
won Bronze Medal in the Badminton Asia Team Championship. Total 160 Medals in
Senior category and 73 Medals in Junior Category were won by the Indian Badminton
Team in the International Arena during the year 2023-24.

b) Six (6) Coaches Development programme were organised by Badminton Association
of India at various locations, such as, Bangalore, Hyderabad, Raipur and Guwahati
including one Advance Coaching programme at Guwahati. BAI also conducted the
Technical Officials Workshop and assessment of Badminton Asia Referee Course at
Guwahati.

c) BAI had conducted with grandeur Yonex - Sunrise India Open - 2024 at New Delhi
which is a BWF Super - 750 Tournament in the month of January, 2024. Various
Public Undertakings had come forward with a good amount of Sponsorship.

d) Rs. 18 Lakhs Prize Money was announced for Master Nationals as well as Cash awards
were given for the Medal Winners for the World Masters Championship.

e) For the first time a big contingent will be participating in the PARIS OLYMPICS 2024
which includes HS Prannoy & Lakshya Sen In Men’s Singles, P.V. Sindhu in Women'’s
Singles, Chirag & Satwik in Men’s Doubles and Ashwini - Tanisha in Women'’s Doubles
event. All the members appreciated the players performances as well as the step
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taken by BAI to support players and for improvement of Coaches & Technical Officials
skill.

Hon’ble President also talked about the sponsorship agreement between YONEX & BAI
signed three years ago which was a dull deal because of unavoidable Covid-19 situation.
However, even after the adverse conditions faced by the BAI in the last few years, the same
standard was maintained in holding the events and distribution of prize money to players
from its own funds and sponsorships of PSUs. He apprised that the next agreement between
YONEX & BAI will be renewed in the month of December, 2024 and announced that subject
to the sponsorship amounts received after the contract renewal, BAI will try to increase the
grants to its affiliated State Associations and Units for conducting various tournaments.

Hon’ble President thereafter advised Sri Sanjay Mishra to proceed with the agenda items for
the AGM.

Finally, the House applauded the welcome speech of our Hon’ble President.

Agenda-1:  Confirmation of the Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting held on 215t
May, 2023 at Radison Blu Hotel, Guwahati:

Hony. General Secretary mentioned that the Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting held
on 21st May, 2023 in Guwahati were circulated to all the Affiliated Units and no comments
have been received. The Minutes, thereafter, passed unanimously duly proposed by Sri Omar
Rashid, Jt. Secretary & Convenor - Tournament Committee and seconded by Sri Sekhar C.
Biswas, Vice President & Chairman - Tournament Committee.

Agenda-2: Adoption of the Annual Report for the year 2023-24:

Hony. General Secretary mentioned that Annual Report of BAI for the year 2023-24 was
circulated. Annual Report was passed unanimously duly proposed by Sri Prabhakar Rao, Jt.
Secretary, BAl and seconded by Dr. O. D. Sharma, Vice President, BAI

Agenda-3: To approve Audited Statements of Accounts for the Financial Year 2022-23
& 2023-24:

The Audited Statements of Accounts for the financial year 2022-23 & 2023-24 were

circulated and in the absence of Hony. Treasurer, Hony. General Secretary requested Sri Ram
Avtar Sharma, OSD - Finance to inform the house the main points of the Accounts. ZL
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Sri Ram Avtar Sharma informed the house about various Income and Expenditures including
the Sponsorship amount received with the help of Hon’ble President, BAL. The Annual
Accounts for the year 2022-23 & 2023-24 were passed duly proposed by Sri Ajay Kumar
Singhania, Vice President and seconded by Sri Rajesh Kamal, Hony. Secretary, Meghalaya
Badminton Association.

Agenda-4: Appointment of Auditors for the Financial Year 2024-25:

[t was unanimously decided that M/s. S K Panigrahi & Associates, Chartered Accountants,
Nagpur may be continued as Auditor for the financial year 2024-25 and the following
Resolutions was taken:

“Resolved that M/s. SK Panigrahi & Associates, Chartered Accountants, Nagpur be and
is hereby appointed as Statutory Auditors of the Association for the Financial Year 2024-
25 at a remuneration to be mutually agreed between the Association and the Auditors”.

“Further, resolved that M/s. J.P.Joshi & Associates, Chartered Accountants, Nagpur be
and is hereby appointed as Internal Auditors of the Association for the Financial Year
2024-25 at a remuneration to be mutually agreed between the Association and the
Auditors”.

Agenda-5: Ratification of the Annual Calendar of BAI for the year 2024-25:

Sri Sekhar C. Biswas mentioned that since the Annual Tournament Calendar was supposed
to be sent to the Sports Authority of India, in consultation with Tournament Committee, BAI,
the Annual Calendar for the current year was finalised on 24t February, 2024 and circulated
amongst all the Affiliated Units as well as forwarded to SAI. He mentioned that the Annual
Calendar needs to be ratified in the AGM. The Annual Calendar issued on 24t February, 2024
was ratified by the members unanimously.

Agenda-6: Totransact any other business for which due written notice has been given
and received by the Hony. General Secretary at least 7 days before the

scheduled date of AGM:
a) [t was informed by the Hony. General Secretary that Sh. Nileen Kumar has
submitted few points for discussion, as follows-

i. ID Renewal cutoff date: Sh. Nileen Kumar requested to change the ID
Renewal cutoff date to 365 days, and the same was accepted by all the

members. _ jz
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ii. Interstate-Registration issue: Sh. Nileen Kumar raised the issue by
informing that when a doubles pair consisting of two players from
different states play together, then in that case, few states are levying
monetary charges for registration on the other state player. Hon’ble
President advised all the State Associations to not charge anything from
the player in such cases.

iii. Card fines-players & coaches behavior: Sh. Nileen Kumar shared a
recent incident that took place during the U15 & U17 Tournament in
Hyderabad tournament where he was appointed as an observer. He
stated that the behaviour of the players & coaches was highly
inappropriate and he therefore requested to put a financial fine on the
player which shall be deposited mandatorily before he / she sends the
entry for the next tournament. Sh. Omar Rashid in agreement with
Sh. Nileen Kumar also shared a similar incident from another
tournament, and further added that clothing related fines shall also be
levied. Hony. General Secretary agreed with Sh. Omar Rashid and
informed that a fine of $250 is being charged against inappropriate
clothing in the international level tournaments, therefore a similar
regulation should be followed in the domestic tournaments as well. Sh.
Sekhar Biswas also participated in the discussion and mentioned that
it is the prerogative of the Technical Officials, mainly Referee who
should be following the BWF regulations and show the black card to the
player or throw the concerned coach out of the arena, in case the code
of conduct is not up to the mark. Sh. P. Gopichand put forward his view
point about the clothing regulations mentioning that it will be strain on
the young players to coordinate their clothing with their partners for
each event. Sh. GL Verma expressed his agreement with Sh. P.
Gopichand. Hon’ble President suggested to prepare a draft on this
matter for further discussion.

iv. Aadhar History Verification Report at the time of ID Registration: Sh.
Nileen Kumar stated that as per the BAI circular issued earlier in this
regard, the Aadhar History Verification is being done on the basis of the
complaints received, however, he requested that for every new
registration, State Associations should have a provision in the BAI ID
form to get the Aadhar history, so that player is not disturbed every
time during their tournaments. ﬂ
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Sh. K. N. Jaiswal also spoke that there should be compact & fixed rules
& regulations laid down by the BAI for the different cards shown to the
players during the State tournaments, rather than following the BWF
rules. Sh. Omar Rashid highlighted that many players & coaches have
made a genuine request to him during the Pune tournament, regarding
the points system, wherein the player expressed that even after playing
many qualification rounds, if they lose the match in the finals, no points
are awarded to them. Sh. K. N. Jaiswal also supported it by saying that
since last two years we are requesting for the same. In this regard, Sh.
Sekhar Biswas came forward and apprised the members that the point-
system will be implemented soon.

Sh. Omar Rashid & Sh. P. Gopichand then talked about the structural
changes in the Level-1, Level-2 & Level-3 tournaments which were duly
recommended and approved in the year 2020, however due to Covid-
19 the same could not be implemented. Hon'ble President also
mentioned that the idea behind these structural changes were to get
the entries of the Top Players willingly in the National events by giving
away a handsome amount of prize money super national events /
tournaments, and the same shall be discussed upon in the month of
January, 2025 onwards after the sponsorships is decided with the
YONEX.

v. Representation in two countries for Players, Officials & Coaches,
Players having two BWF ids: He mentioned that some players are
having BWF Ids from India and also of other Country and they are
playing in the Tournaments in India as well. Hon’ble President advised
to debar such players with immediate effect.

Sh. Nileen Kumar also proposed to conduct BWF Level- I Coaches
Programme in India and on this Sri Ve. Arunachallam mentioned that
Tamil Nadu Badminton Association is ready to conduct the BWF Level-
[ Coaches Programme. President advised Hony. General Secretary to
look into the matter.

Sh. Nileen Kumar and Sh. Rajesh Reddy further urged to charge the
entry fees + GST from the player to lower the tax burden on the State
Associations. Hon’ble President asked to examine the same and
announce that the issue shall be resolved suitably. jz
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b) The next points of discussions were received from Sh. Praveen Shenoy as

mentioned below-

i. Hosting BWF World Seniors in Goa (2025/2026): He requested to allot
BWF World Senior Championship at Goa (2025-2026). Hon'ble
President advised Hony. General Secretary to visit Goa and meet CM of
Goa to have assurance for full support for the World Senior
Championship if allotted to Goa Badminton Association. This is
required as being an International Tournament, the prestige of the
Country is involved and support from Goa Government will be required
to successfully conduct the Championship.

ii. Regional Academy in Goa: He mentioned that a Regional Academy in
Goa may be established. Hon’ble President mentioned that the Regional
Academy can be established by Goa Government themselves and by
other State Government also wherever support and guidance needed,
same will be available from BAIL. He gave an example that Assam
Government have established a National Centre of Excellence of
Badminton and the entire Management has been handed over to BAL
He also mentioned that the Agreement between Assam Government
and BAI will be shared to all the Affiliated Units.

c) Before moving forward, Hony. General Secretary informed about the suggestion
received from few members regarding the creation of IDs for the BAI Coaches and
Technical Officials by charging a nominal fee from them, and the BAI logo T-shirts
might be distributed to these officials. The suggestion was taken on record by the
House.

d) Letter from Sri Bamang Tago, Hony. Secretary, Arunachal State Badminton
Association:

He mentioned that Badminton Association of India is giving financial assistance
every year to the Affiliated Units. Affiliated Units are accountable for the financial
support given by BAI and they should submit a report to BAI mentioning about
their activities in the State including conduct of Tournaments. He had also
mentioned that Affiliated Units who do not conduct activities throughout the year
may be disaffiliated after giving a Show Cause Notice. ﬁ
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On the above, Hony. General Secretary mentioned that such provision of
disaffiliation is not there in the BAI Constitution to which Sri Sekhar C. Biswas
supported. President mentioned that an Annual Report may please be sent by
Affiliated Units to the Hony. General Secretary highlighting the activities
throughout the year.

e) Mail Received from Airport Authority of India:

Mr. G. L. Verma expressed that this year Airport Authority of India did not
participate in the All India Institutional Badminton Tournament since BAI have
taken a decision not to allow contractual players in the All India Institutional
Badminton Tournament since other PSUs have been objecting severely who are
having permanent employees only. Mr. Verma mentioned that from last many
years they have been supporting many players by giving job on contractual basis
and such a decision will deprive many players. Hony. General Secretary
mentioned that since other PSUs are giving permanent employment and those
players are playing in the Tournaments, BAI's request is that Airport Authority of
India may consider giving permanent employment to the players. Hon’ble
President mentioned that the matter will be discussed at a later date to find out a
solution.

f) Due to certain exigencies, Hon’ble President took leave from the Annual General
Meeting and invited Sh. 0.D. Sharma to preside over the meeting.

g) Keeping in mind the recent complaints received regarding poor and improper
facilities at some venues, Hony. General Secretary put-forth his suggestion that
the Tournament Committee should visit the venue at least one month before the
start of the tournament and ensure that the venue is in proper condition and
submit their report to BAL

h) Sri Sekhar C. Biswas also mentioned that due to huge entry, Organisers are taking
different venues for conducting the Tournaments, many of which are not
conducive for tournaments. He suggested that for all Ranking Tournaments, one
(01) day may be increased except of U-13 Ranking Tournament. Members agreed
to the same.

i) Considering the increased the prices of the shuttlecocks and other operational
costs, Sh. Omar Rashid suggested that the entry fees for single and doubles events
should be increased from Rs. 1,000.00 and Rs. 1,500.00 to Rs. 1,500.00 and Rs. J’L
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3,000.00 respectively, since the entry fees were increased five years ago. Sh. KN
Jaiswal also consented to the same. Hony. General Secretary suggested that the
discussion on the matter shall be held in the next Executive Committee Meeting,

The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the chair. Z/}
Sanjay Mishra

Hony. General Secretary
Badminton Association of India
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